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America and all other countries also, where modern
capitalism has arrived at the same stage of develop-
ment

We are, let.me say once more, not here contem-
plating individual cases. Of the total wage-fund
divided among the labourers in any given country,
too much may be given to some men, and too
little to others; but of every million pounds which
a million of such men receive, some two hundred
and fifty thousand are distributed well or ill, which
have not been produced by the efforts of these
men themselves, but are due to the efforts of a
class which is definitely outside their own.1 If,
then, it is contended that the just reward of labour
is that total of wealth which labour itself produces,
the idea that labour, in respect of its pecuniary
remuneration, is, under present conditions, the
victim of any general wrong, is so far from having
any justification in fact that it only touches fact at
all by representing a direct inversion of it Labour,
as a whole, does not, under existing conditions,
get less than it produces.2 It gets a very great

1 These figures represent less than the truth. They are
merely given in order to indicate the general character of
the situation to-day, as compared with that of an earlier,
but still comparatively recent period. To go into details
minutely would involve extensive and here needless discussion.

3 A letter was sent me by a friend in America, from a
writer who, commenting on my late addresses in that
country, said that in the main he entirely agreed with rny
arguments, as against socialism; but that he could not
divest himself of the belief that labour as a whole got less
than it produced, and was thus as a whole suffering a chronic